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SUBJ: REACTION OAU STATES TO ETHIOPIAN EXECUTIONS 
REF: STATE 261727 

1. AS REPORTED KHARTOUM 2625, NIMEIRI VISIBLY SHAKEN BY 
CRITICAL TURN ETHIOPIAN EVENTS. HAVING WARNED 

VISITING ETHIOPIAN DELEGATION LAST MONTH AGAINST HARMING 
HAILE SELASSIE (KHARTOUM 2474), NIMIEIRI PARTICULARLY SURPRISED 
AND CHAGRINNED AT SUDDEN AND SUBSTANTIAL EXECUTIONS. AT SAME 
TIME, GOS IS CLEARLY INTERESTED IN MAINTAINING GOOD RELATIONS 
WITH ETHIOPIA, DESPITE CONSIDERSATIONS ETHIOPIAN 
INTERNAL SITUATION THIS SUDANESE CONCERN. COUPLED 
WITH DESIRE MAINTAIN CONTACTS. NO DOUBT EXPLAINS EARLY DISPATCH 
MINSTATE FONAFFS JAMAL MUHAMMED AHMED TO ADDIS NOV 28 
WITH PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM NIMEIRI EVIDENTLY ADDRESSED TO 
"CHAIRMAN TEMPORARY MILITARY ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL". 
ETHIOPIAN CHARGE BELIEVES AHMEDS MISSION LARGELY FACT- 
FINDING. BUT THAT NIMEIRIS MESSAGE HAS NO DOUBT BEEN ONE OF 
DESIRE FOR CONTINUATION GOOD RELATIONS BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES. 

2. WITH NIMEIRI AND FONMIN MANSOUR KHALID ABSENT ON VISIT 
INDIA, AND AHMED IN ADDIS, WE DOUBT WHETHER GOS FOR MOMENT 
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GIVING ANY CONSIDERATION TO SPECIFIC DEMARCHE SUGGESTED REFTEL. 
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HOWEVER, NIMEIRIS EARLIER COMMENTS OF COURSE WELLL KNOWN IN 
ADDIS, AND IT MAY BE THAT AHMED HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED 
SOUND SIMLIAR NOTE OF CAUTION IN HANDLING HAILE SELASSIE. 

3. SETTLED GOS POLICY IS TO SEEK GOOD RELATIONS WITH ANY REGIME 
IN ADDIS AS LONG AS LATTER NOT UNDULY INFLUENCED BY OUTSIDE (I.E., 
COMMUNIST) POWERS. WITHIN THIS GENERAL CONTEXT, NIMEIRI REGIME 
INCREASINGLY WORRIED BY OUTLOOK FOR FURTHER STRIFE IN ERITREA. 
SUDANESE HAD HOPED "MEDIATE" BETWEEN ADDIS AND ELF AND, 

OVER LONGER TERM.ANXIOUS UTILIZE MASSAWA AS 
ADDITIONAL PORT OF ENTRY SUDANESE GOODS. NIMEIRI HAS INDICATED 
TO ME HE FEARS HARDLINE APPROACH TOWARD ERITREA COULD DOMINATE 
ETHIOPIAN COUNCILS WITH RESULTANT INCREASE IN TENSION ALONG 
ERITREAN/SUDANESE FRONTIER. THIS WOULD ALSO PUT GOS IN 
MORE DIFFICULT SPOT VIS-A-VIS NEW ETHIOPIAN REGIME. 

3. SOMALI PRESIDENT SIAD BARRE TRANSITTED KHARTOUM BRIEFLY 
NOV 28 BUT FIRST REPORTS INDICATE HE HAD NO REPEAT NO SUBSTANTIVE 
DISCUSSION WITH GOS. 

BREWER 
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